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as Allaah 1%35% had done. They will be ordered to place life into it which
they will not be able to do, and will thus be punished. Aishah @nn..\mm&
narrates, “Rasulullaah aﬁm?ﬁ&@& returned from a journey. In his absence, |
covered the porch of my house with a curtain which had pictures on it.
When Rasulullaah L.\&rwtwo saw it, the colour of his face changed [out of
anger]. He said, ‘O ‘Aishah! Those who shall receive the severest
punishment by Allaah 13 3Z on the day of Resurrection shall be those who
copy the creation of Allaah.” She said, “We therefore cut that curtain and
made one or two pillows from it.”” (Bukhaari no. 5954. Muslim no. 2107) (Note:
Pictures should be completely destroyed in such a manner that no form of

the living being remains.)

T

Ibn Hajar i writes, “This is a special warning to those who use images
because since the severe warning addresses the maker, it will apply to the
user as well because an object is made for usage and the maker is simply
the means, whereas the user is the actual objective, so therefore the user
is more deserving of this warning. (Fathul-Baari vol. 10 page 390)

Note: Keeping pictures is forbidden. The prohibition intensifies when it is
such that there is reverence as well e.g. when it is hung up or placed in a
frame. Another evil form is when pictures of the deceased are hung on the
grave. This is an innovation which must be prohibited.

Forming, taking pictures and drawing of inanimate objects are permissible.
However, if done unnecessarily, it is disliked (makruh tanzihi) as it is an act
of futility.

2.) Abu Hurayrah 24l narrates, “l heard Rasulullaah Lhmkﬁ&,”w\h saying,
“Allaah J3;3% said, “Who can be more oppressive than the one who tries
to create something that | created? Let them [show their talent] by
creating an ant, a grain seed or a barley seed [if it's possible for them to do
that]!"” (Bukhaari no. 5953, Muslim no. 2111)

‘Oppressive’ — Oppression entails the misplacing of an attribute. Here the

attribute of Allaah 1535 is being assigned to the creation. The image-

maker is thus deserving of the most serious form of punishment.

Tl -

‘who tries to create something that | created? — Ibn Hajar il writes,

“This similarity is only with regards to the image alone and not in all
aspects.” This means that the person does not have to create in the

complete form and manner in which Allaah 1535 does. By simply creating

the image of the creation of Allaah 15355, he is nevertheless attempting

or deemed to have attempted to imitate the act of creation which is the
exclusive action of Allaah 1535

‘Let them [show their talent] by creating an ant, a grain seed or a barley
seed [if it's possible for them to do that]!” = This is a form of rebuke of such
persons and an indication of their inability. In the world, he was effectively
claiming his ability to create an animate being, whereas in the hereafter he
will be unable to produce even an inanimate form of creation.

s

This hadith indicates to one of the reasons why picture making is
forbidden. Creating and forming of shapes is amongst the special qualities
of Allaah 1535, in which no other person can partner Him. By forming or
drawing a picture, a person is practically claiming to partner Allaah 1535
in these qualities. Man is completely weak. He is thus told in this hadith to
create in reality something small and insignificant like one atom, a grain
seed or a barley seed. When he cannot do so, then he should completely

refrain from forming animate objects.

Additional point: The greater the degree of resemblance between the
image and the actual animate object, the greater the degree of prohibition
would be because the extent of challenging and attempting to resemble
Allaah =535 is greater when the image is closer to the original. It is quite
clear to every intelligent person that a photograph resembles the original
item to a very high degree when compared to a hand drawn image, which
does not resemble the image in every aspect. It therefore follows that a
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the creative quality of Allaah J&;35%. This applies equally whether the

image is created on a cloth or a sheet that is spread out or a gold or silver
coin used as change or a vase, on a wall or otherwise. As for forming an
image of a tree or the saddle of a camel, etc. in which there is no animate
object, then this is not prohibited. This is the ruling regarding making of
images. As for keeping of photographs in which there is an animate object,
the following laws apply: a.) If it is hung on a wall, or it is imprinted on
clothes that are worn, or imprinted on a turban or something similar, which
is treated with honour, then this will be prohibited. 2.) If however it is
found on a carpet which is trampled, or a pillow which is treated in a
humiliating manner, then this is not prohibited. However, will this prevent
the angels of mercy from entering the house or not? In this, there is
discussion which we shall explain soon, if Allaah 1535 wills. There is no
difference in all of these rulings, whether the image has a shadow or not.
This is the crux of our madhab on this issue. The overwhelming majority of
scholars hold the same view from among the Companions, the Taabi'een
and those after them. This is also the madhab of Thauri, Maalik, Abu
Hanifah and others (May Allaah 1%;35 have mercy on them!) (Sharhun

Nawawi of Muslim)

=4

5.) Abu Talhah 424 narrates that Rasulullaah mu\._m&\ma@v said, “The angels
do not enter a house in which is a dog or a picture [of an animate object].”

Ear

(Bukhaari no. 4002, Muslim no. 2106) lbn Umar &zfz; narrates, “Jibreel ®ENLgk

promised Rasulullaah mulmﬁmma,,wo that he will come to him. However, he

delayed in coming and this made Rasulullaah ﬁmtﬁﬁwm guite anxious. He

eventually came out [of his house] and lJibreel wu\ru,llw met him.

Rasulullaah ﬁmtﬁﬁ% complained about his delay. He replied: “We do not

o

enter a house in which there is a dog or a picture.”” (Bukhaari no. 5960, Muslim

no. 2105) Aishah Gz4lz narrates, “Jibreel »Elk promised Rasulullaah

m.\mhmmﬁﬂw\h that he will come to him at a certain time. When the appointed
time came, Jibreel 3=l was not there. Rasulullaah Lnurww.\;”w\h had a stick
in his hand which he threw aside and said, ‘Allaah and His Messenger do

not go back on their word.” He then turned around and saw a pup (little

10

dog) under his bed. He asked, ‘When did this dog come inside? | replied,
‘By Allaah, I did not even know it was here.” He ordered that it be sent out.
Jibreel ¥zl then came to him. Rasulullaah JzZ5. &4l said to him, “You
made a promise to come at a certain time. | remained waiting for you but
you did not come.” Jibreel 32k replied, ‘The dog that was in your house
prevented me from coming. We [angels] do not enter a house in which

Il

there is a dog or a picture [of animate objects].”” (Muslim no. 2104)

The angels referred to here are the angels of mercy. Other angels like the
protecting angels, the angels who are engaged in writing the actions of a
person and the angel of death are not meant here. By keeping these
pictures or a dog, a person is deprived of the company of these angels, thus
depriving himself of their blessings, their seeking forgiveness on his behalf,
and their inspiring him to obey Allaah (\&355. The obvious result is the
entry of Shaytaans (devils) in the house. The house is thus deprived of

Allaah J5;353’s mercy.

The dogs referred to here are those which one is prohibited from keeping.
As for those which are permissible e.g. security dogs, hunting dogs, farming
dogs, herding dogs, etc. they are not a barrier in letting the angels enter.
However some scholars state that even though keeping these dogs is
permissible, they too are a barrier for the angels. Precaution demands that
if one is in need of these dogs, then he should not allow them to stay in the

house, but they should be kept outside.

6.) Abu al-Hayyaaj Hayyaan ibn Husayn narrates, ““Ali ibn Abi Taalib Lzdis
said to me, ‘Should | not send you to fulfil a task for which Rasulullaah

m&tﬁﬁ% had sent me? The task is that if you see any picture, you must

erase it. And if you see any elevated grave, you must level it [in line with
the ground]."” (Muslim no. 969, Abu Dawood no. 3218, Tirmidhi no. 1049)

When Rasulullaah m&hﬁﬁ@@ saw images in the Ka’'bah, he refused to enter
it, but rather gave instructions for it to be destroyed, which was duly

carried out. (Bukhaari no. 3352) Shaibah ibn Uthmaan »@5 reports that
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Important Point Regarding Digital Photography

Digital pictures are produced in three stages: 1.) The cameras multiple light
sensitive sensors capture the brightness of each pixel. 2.) These sensors
thereafter convert the captured brightness of each pixel into a digital value
e.g. red=46, blue=70, green=100. 3.) The software in the camera or on a
computer then reads the value recorded for each pixel (in step two) and
displays the image on the screen. Thus, there are several stages through
which the digital photo passes, before it is displayed as an image. Each
picture is first created and then displayed. This is very swiftly followed by
the creation and display of the next picture. It is thus clear that all digital
cameras whether standalone cameras, cameras built into cellular phones,
CCTV, web-cams, etc. produce images within milliseconds and then display
them (even before one captures it or saves it to memory). In principal,
digital photography resembles the conventional method of picture making.
One first gathers the material e.g. paint, painting brush, paper, etc.
Thereafter one skillfully combines the materials to produce the picture.
Similar is the case of digital photography, the camera joins the necessary
material and puts it together in order to produce the picture. Therefore, in
drawing one picture, there is one sin. In digital photography a person is
guilty of forming thousands of images every minute.

Those who claim permissibility state that this is similar to the reflection of a
mirror, because just as a mirror does not possess stability and does not
remain existent all the time, similar is the case with digital photography.
However, there are noticeable differences between them:

1.) Reflection of a mirror occurs naturally without any action of man, for
which he is not accountable. Digital photography is a creation of man and
operates through his actions. He will thus be accountable for it. 2.) The
reflection on a mirror is subject to the original object being before the
mirror. Once the original object moves away, the object no longer remains.
This is not the case with digital photography. 3.) The reflection of a mirror
is not preserved for a moment on the mirror after the original object
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moves, whereas a person’s image on digital photography can be seen after
his demise as well.

2.) The terms tasweer and surah in the terminology of the jurists are the
same as their literal meanings. (Al-Mausuaatul-Fighiyah.) Thus there is no
difference between the literal and technical meaning of picture in the
Shariah. The inventors of these modern objects as well as experts in their
respective fields have clearly declared that these instruments are forming
images and are not mere reflections.

Various Ways of Proving that Digital Photography is the
Same as Picture Making

There are essentially four ways through which one can understand that
digital photography is the same as a normal picture.

1. Strong resemblance - The end result of a person capturing something by
means of digital photography strongly resembles the end result of drawing
a picture by hand.

2. Progressive form of drawing - The second way for one to understand
that digital photography is the same as a normal picture is that digital
photography is just a progressive form of drawing a picture with one’s
hand. Technology has replaced the conventional method of drawing by
hand. However, in terms of the end product being a picture, both are the
same. In fact, every person believes beyond a shadow of doubt that digital
photography has far exceeded and surpassed a normal picture in the art of
picture making. Hence, one would understand that the prohibition that
applies to picture making necessarily applies to digital photography.

3. Capturing, storing and displaying - The third way for one to understand
that digital photography is the same as a normal picture is that digital
photography resembles a picture in the aspect of capturing, storing and
displaying, though the method of both differs. In the case of a normal
picture, it is captured (in the form of drawing) on a material surface, (page,
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Masaail (Rulings) Regarding Photographs

1.) It is forbidden to: a.) draw pictures of animate objects. b.) take pictures
of animate objects. This is irrespective of whether the picture is small or
big; formed on clothing, paper or a wall; whether done manually by means
of a pen or by camera or in a printing press or even by carving out a
picture.

2.) Just as it is not permissible to make pictures, it is not permissible to put
them up for display and hang them up on the wall, etc. Watching immoral
scenes on the television and cinema screens is a compounded sin. It is
forbidden for men to look at pictures of strange women and vice versa,
whether in magazines, newspapers, books, etc.

3.) It is permissible to read the permissible subject matter in newspapers,
magazines and school and college textbooks, but it is not permissible to
take enjoyment from pictures of animate objects therein.

4.) It is forbidden to buy and sell pictures. Any money earned therefrom is
haraam and cannot be utilized. This is when the picture is the actual
reason for the sale. If the object is something else e.g. a person buys a book
or some clothing, and the picture is affixed to it, then the sale will be
correct. It is necessary for the purchaser to obliterate the picture as soon as
he buys it.

5.) It is not permissible to make, buy, and sell toys with animate forms. One
should not make, buy and sell foodstuff made in the form of an animate
object, like chocolates, cakes, etc. made in the form of humans and
animals. It is not even permissible to eat this even if not bought, as one is
endorsing sin.

The current day dolls available on the market with facial features

resembling a living being is not permitted in Shariah. It is therefore best
that one refrains totally from purchasing any such dolls for their children.

18

However, if a parent had purchased such dolls in the past due to not
knowing the above mentioned ruling and the kids have now become
accustomed to playing with them, then it is necessary that the head of the
doll is completely removed. This will be the only way possible for one to
keep the doll, but then too the ideal thing to do is to get rid of the doll
since it is moulded in the shape of the human being.

6.) It is forbidden to keep pictures of animate objects. Similarly keeping
photo albums, frames etc. are also not permitted in Shariah. Even worse is
to hang pictures of animate objects in one’s home and shop. Another evil
found in some homes are trophies of people, etc. It is forbidden to display
or even keep such trophies.

7.) It is not permissible to perform salaah wearing such clothing which has
the picture of an animate object. It is also not permissible to perform
salaah in a place where there are photos. In this case, the salaah will be
makrooh-tahreemi. However, if the head of the picture is cut off or erased,
or the picture is so small and on the floor that if a person is standing, he
cannot see it clearly, then there will not be any karaahat (reprehensibility)
in the salaah. Similarly, if a big picture is concealed (for example, on the
vest under the kurtah), then the salaah will be valid. However, to garb
oneself with such clothing without necessity is a sin.

8.) Passports, identity cards, money and tickets with photos are items of
necessity. There is no harm in keeping them. Some people collect tickets or
stamps as a hobby. Keeping such tickets or stamps which have photos is
not permissible

9.) It is not permissible to enter a house in which there is the picture of an

animate object displayed. Places of necessity are excluded, for example,
going to a place to retrieve a loan, places related to one’s livelihood, etc.
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viewpoint. When departing, nobody was bold to shake hands a second
time. Before departing, | approached the president with this thought in my
mind, “Today | have the opportunity. Allaah alone knows whether | will
have another chance or not. Therefore, | should give him some good
advice.” While shaking his hands, | said, “Respected president, Allaah has
granted you a strong heart in your bosom. My hope and desire is that this
strong heart should build up a strong contact with the Strong and Mighty
Creator in whose control lies all kingdom.” The president smiled, pondered
deeply over my words, then shook my hands with force and lowered his
hands slightly, as is done on an occasion of joy. This was my final meeting

with the president which ended on this advice.” (Condensed from ‘Basaair wa
Ibar’)

2.) After a visit to Egypt by the Jami’atul Ulama Hind (India) in connection
with the plight of the oppressed Palestinians, when preparing to leave, a
number of Egyptian ulama and dignitaries came to see the delegation
of Jami’at al-"Ulama al-Hind off. The dignitaries requested for a photo to be
taken but Mufti Kifayatullah emphatically refused and declared it haraam.
In view of certain Egyptian scholars having issued a fatwa of permissibility
of photography, a discussion ensued. A brief recording of the discussion
appears in Biography of Mufti Kifayatullah (Abdur-Rashid Ahmad Arshad)
as follows:

Ulama of Egypt: The impermissibility only applies to those pictures which
are made by the work of the human hand. In photography, no such thing is
needed. It is simply a reflection of the picture.

Mufti Kifayatullah: So how does this “reflection” become transferred from
the lens to the paper?

Ulama of Egypt: It requires much [technical] work.

Mufti Kifayatullah: What is the difference between “human handiwork”
and “much work"?

Ulama of Egypt: Yes, they are the same thing.

22

Mufti Kifayatullah: Hence, their ruling is the same [photography is just as
haraam as drawing pictures with the hand].

The response of Mufti Kifayatullah left the Egyptian ulama present
speechless and very impressed. (Biography of Mufti Kifayatullah, p. 25-6)

3.) Hadrat Moulana Shah Hakeem Akhtar Saheb Z4li%; used to say, “To take

a photo is prohibited. If a person has to take a photo, due to a valid Shar’i
reason e.g. for a passport, identity document, etc. then my Shaikh Moulana

T

Phulpuri Zuli%; used to say, “Do not take the photo with a smile. With a
sorrowful face, seeking forgiveness in the heart, a person should say, “O
Allaah! Taking of photos is prohibited. | have a Shar’i reason. Please forgive

n

me.

4.) Moulana Zaynul Aaabideen A’zami iliz,, ustadh of Takhassus-fil-
Hadeeth in Mazaahire Uloom, Saharanpur said, “Due to Hazrat Madani’s
political stance, he used to appear quite often on stages at different
gatherings. If he saw anyone trying to photograph him, he would in stern
words prohibit them from doing so.” Hazrat Madani 241:z; himself states, “I
never ever had my photo taken knowingly and voluntarily. That takes place
when | am unaware, and | do not consider it permissible. Those who do
that [i.e. take other peoples’ pictures] are responsible for their actions.”
(Ma‘aarif wa Hagaa'ig page 380)

In 1949, a certain Deeni organization in Delhi, India published a calendar
known as the “Shaykhul Hind Calendar’, which included a photograph of
Shaykhul Islaam Moulana Husayn Ahmad Madani il%z5. The said
organization not only advertised this calendar in their organ, “Al-
Jam’iyyat”, but went as far as to say that the value of this calendar has
increased due to it containing a photo of Moulana Madani Zii%;, and that

alone is worth all the money spent in purchasing it.

When Shaykhul Hadeeth Moulana Zakariyyah 2%z, [author of Fazaa'il-e-
A’maal] read this advert, he could not tolerate it and immediately wrote to
Moulana Abul Hasan Ali Nadwi Ziiz, stressing on him and his colleague
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8.) Many Ulema of other countries who were imprisoned in Malta

T -

benefited from the vast knowledge of Shaykhul Hind iui%;. Some of them

were under the misconception that there is a difference between taking of
photos (by means of a camera) and drawing of pictures (by hand),
therefore the former is permissible although the latter is not. However,

T

after listening to the explanation of Shaykhul Hind % and the bayaan of

AL

Hazrat Madani 2uliz5, most of them began regarding the taking of photos
as impermissible as well. Those who had repeatedly requested Shaykhul
Hind Ziliz permission to photograph him, after listening to his
explanation, did not repeat their request. (Hayaate Shaykhul Hind pg.121)

Some Muslims of Turkey and Shaam requested Shaykhul Hind to grant
them permission to photograph him, but Hazrat Shaykhul Hind did not
accede to their request and explained to them that taking of a photo by
means of a camera is no different than drawing a picture, and is therefore
Haraam. (Hayaate Shaykhul Hind pg.123)

- Srae

9.) Hajee Abdul Wahhaab Saheb iuli& once said, “Moulana llyaas iz,
was once on a journey. They stopped over at a certain house where
Moulana was feeling unusually tense and constricted. He wasn’t speaking
openly and freely. Those close to Moulana realized this and asked him the
reason. He mentioned that it seems that there are no angels of mercy in
this house. The people began looking for those things mentioned in the
Hadeeth Shareef which cause the angels of mercy to vacate the house.
After a while they found a piece of paper lying in a corner which bore a
picture of an animate object. When it was removed, Moulana’s condition

_:

returned to norma

ERE

10.) Hazrat Moulana Maseehullah Khan iwiz;, had such aversion for
pictures of animate objects (humans and animals), that he used to count
money (which bore a picture of Ghandi) with the picture overturned, facing
downwards.

26

Some of the air-mail envelopes in India used to bear a picture of Ghandi.

35T -

Hazrat Moulana Maseehullah 24z, used to always turn the envelope

around, so the picture is not visible.

When visitors used to depart, it was the habit of Hazrat Moulana
Maseehullah Ziliz; to give them something to eat on the journey, which
was most of the time a packet of biscuits. Some of the packets used to have
a picture of a boy on it. Hazrat Xiiz; used to cut out the picture before
giving the pack of biscuits to the guest. (As narrated by close mureeds of
Moulana Maseehullah iz

11.) Once while teaching Bukhari Shareef in Darul Uloom Deoband,
someone came to say that some people of the press have arrived and they
want to take photos. Molana Fakhruddeen iz (Shaikhul-hadeeth of
Deoband) severely reprimanded them and sternly mentioned that in no

ways will photography be allowed in the Madrasah.

12.) In Rajab 1431, when Hazrat Moulana Salman Saheb (grandnephew of

Hazrat Shaykul-Hadeeth iz, and ustadh of hadith in Mazaahirul-Uloom)

was asked regarding any incidents of our akaabireen (seniors) pertaining to
photography, he looked down, paused for a while, sighed deeply (a sigh full
of pain and concern), and then mentioned, “This is the era of ‘ibaahiyyat’
(impermissible and haraam actions are being declared permissible and
halaal). Our buzurgs and elders were very particular and had a lot of

=

‘ihtiyaat’ (were very cautious). May Allaah 1\%35 protect us and grant us
tawfeeq to follow in the footsteps of our Akaabireen (seniors). Because of
progress with regards to the ‘means’ of picture-making, people have found
a loophole and a chance to make ‘ta’weel’ (bring about interpretations in
order to alter the established laws of shariah). This sad state of affairs has
deteriorated to such an extent, that we find ‘men of knowledge’ openly

and freely allowing themselves to be photographed. May Allaah 153505

|*

protect us
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However today, our laxity has reached the level of extremism. For a long
time now, tagwa has departed from us in this matter. But now, day by day,
we are going further away from the fatwa. Did those ulama who presented
the view of permissibility regard as permissible seeing the faces of women
or half naked women? Did these elders allow the appearance of women’s
limbs which were supposed to be concealed? According to those who
permit digital photography, do they regard those who make photo albums
and share them as doing a good action or something futile? Mufti Saheb is
at a certain stall, Mufti Saheb is on a certain vehicle, Mufti Saheb is eating a
burger — what is all this? Is it an act of reward to watch musical and
vibrating videos (even of men)? Is it permissible to watch comedy videos
just for fun when it contains a host of forbidden scenes? Did our ulama
unanimously not declare as forbidden printed material of animate objects
and pictures on paper? Today, study the magazines of our Islamic
organizations, and you will see that the condition is completely opposite. Is
it fair to flaunt and exhibit masaail in where there is difference of opinion,
and scrap those masaail which are unanimously accepted? If a person
regards digital photography to be impermissible, and his photograph is
taken, then we become extremely pleased (that his photo has been taken
and is publicized. Therefore, he also supports our view of permissibility). If
he has to object, then he is given the title of being too harsh or fanatical.
The object is that we do not become like an unbound camel, which
wanders wherever it feels (i.e. following our desires). Even those who
permit digital photography have conditions. Keep them in mind.

After being wounded, a person says that he will perform salaah with that
blood because, according to us, salaah will take place in that manner, is
very amazing logic. (Due to some necessity, a person performs salaah with
blood. His salaah will be correct. However, a general ruling now cannot be
given that a person will now perform every salaah with that blood.)

It takes two hands to clap. Firmness at times comes at those times when
others force their viewpoint. (This means that some have to be firm when

others take matters too lax.)
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Incidents and Statements of our Elders Regarding Television

1.) A few days before his demise (during Zul Qa’dah 1397 A.H.), Moulana
Muhammad Yusuf Banuri Ziiz; attended a meeting of the ‘Islamic Advisory
Council’ in Islamabad. On the second day of the meeting, some people
approached Moulana, requesting him to deliver a bayaan (lecture) which
would be broadcasted on television. Moulana politely excused himself and
did not accede to their request. This then led to the question of whether
television, videos, etc. should be used for the sake of spreading and
propagating Deen, if it is kept free from immodesty, shamelessness
and other such elements which negatively affect people’s character.
Although not on the agenda of the meeting, this topic was unofficially
being discussed.

Moulana Banuri 445z, then expounded on a principle of Deen, the crux of
which is given hereunder:

| would like to mention one important usool (principle) regarding the topic
under discussion; Allaah {25 has not made us mukallaf (duty-bound) to
use any and every means possible, whether permissible or impermissible,
in order to bring people onto Deen. Yes, we have most definitely been
made duty-bound to use the various permissible means and methods of
propagating Deen at our disposal. Together with commanding us to
propagate and spread Deen, Islam has shown us the method and etiquette
of propagating Deen as well. We are duty-bound to propagate Deen, but
within the confines of those methods and ettiquettes. If we, by adopting
the permissible methods and means of propagating Deen, achieve our
goals and objectives, then well and good. But, supposing we adopt the
permissible means and methods, and by so doing, we do not achieve our
goals, then we have not been made responsible to adopt those methods
and means which have been declared impermissible by the Shari’ah, just
for the sake of propagating the message of Deen and winning people over
to our side.

If by adopting those methods and means which the Shari’ah has permitted,
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hear her voice. If a person knows that a woman is reciting Quraan Shareef
on radio, then it is not permissible for him to hear her.”

5.) Hajee Nakhooda’s neighbour in Madeenah Munawwarah was Ismail
Arabi, a Pakistani residing in Madeena Shareef. He once narrated his dream
to Hajee Saheb. “I heard a knock on the door. When | opened it, | found

Nabi ﬁmhﬁﬁ@@ and Hazrat Abu Bakr L24is there, in front of my door. |
invited them to enter the house. Nabi hmrkm;w@ was very angry and told
me that he cannot enter my house, since there was a TV in it.” The next

morning Ismail Arabi broke the TV and threw it away.

6.) Great Ulama became bay’at upon the hands of Moulana Hakeem

CAL

Fakhrudeen 2Z4iz;. He mentioned that there was a time, that with the rising
and setting of the sun, he saw nothing but noor in Surat. The atmosphere
was one of noor. The day commenced with Salaah, Tilaawat, Zikrullah...
After the cinemas and television and videos flooded Surat (India), there
was nothing but ‘zulmat’ — darkness. With the distraction of such
entertainment, |baadah becomes a forgotten duty. One Wali of Allaah
A&535E, on visiting a home, mentioned that he perceived the sin of Zina
(adultery) from the walls of that home. He was able to recognize this due
to the purity of his heart. The residents of that home were not indulging in

adultery but they were watching the sin on television.

7.) Hadrat Mahmud Effendi emphasized in all of his lectures that the two
most important causes of degeneration in the Islamic way of life are
without a doubt television and co-education.

He has always been against co-education or men teaching women and vice
versa. As for TV, he always opposed it and used harsh and critical language
against this fithah, and continuously warned Muslims about its dangers.

Here are just a few of them:

“Those who watch TV are destroying their Jannah. The situation of a man
whose house has burnt down is better than the one watching TV, because
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his stone-made house has burnt down while the other person’s aakhirah is
collapsing. An intelligent man doesn’t have a television at home. So far, life
without a TV was possible, why is it not possible now. | am giving a fatwa
right now that the one who watches TV, does not love his deen. It is better
to sit with a shake than to sit with a TV. Television is fithavision.

Another time, he stated as follows, “Do | ever watch TV? No, | don’t. One
night, a Muslim man who consistently listen to lectures from ulama dreamt
of our Nabi, and in his dream the number of ulama accompanying Nabi

a3 <

Jzsaedile was very few. Nabi Jsadiie asked his friends with him, “Why

=

are there so few ulama here?”

His friend pointed to Shaikh Ali Haydar Effendi in the congregation and said
to ask him. When Nabi . il asked him the question, he replied,
“Most of the ulama bought a TV.” This means that an aalim that owns a TV
can’t accompany the Nabi of Allaah.”

Allaah 15534 says, “I befriend the one that remembers Me.” However, you
ignore this and watch TV. Is there anyone in the world more stupid than

you? Yes there is. Again it’s you. Tell me, if Nabi ﬁm&mﬁ@@ came back
today, would he have a TV in his house? Would he send his daughter to
high school? Television spreads such poison that not everyone is able to
see it. If television was a good harmless thing as the some claim, would
there be these disgraceful and shameful scenes? Now they are mocking
deen on TV. It was reported that on TV an imam was leading the salaah,
but was taking too long to make the salaam. Then one among the jamaah
in salaah stood up, held the imams ears and made him terminate the
salaah by forcefully making him to say salaam. People watching it burst into
tears of laughter. The one who laughs at it and the one who made this
scene became disbelievers. The one who mocks deen and the one who
laughs at their mocking become disbelievers. Their imaan and nikah will
become void. Pull yourselves together. We are travelling towards aakhirah.
Don’t poison your families and children. Do you and your children know
how to read the Quraan, how to perform salaah as well as the conditions of
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Endorsing this fatwa, Mawlana Ashraf ‘Ali Thanwi iz declares; “This is

nothing but the haqq (truth). And in departing from the haqq, there is
nothing but dhalal (deviation).” (Imdaad al-Ahkam, 4:382-4)

2.) Mufti Yusuf Ludhiyanwi iz, - Although the photos captured by video
or television equipment are not visible (like a normal printed picture), but

they are stored, and displayed on a television set.

These pictures cannot be excluded from the ruling of picture-making
(tasweer). The most that can be said is that instead of the olden method of
picture-making, technological advancement has brought about a new
means of picture-making.

When Shari‘ah has declared picture-making as (haraam), then no matter
which methods or means are invented, picture-making will remain
prohibited (haraam).

The humble opinion of this servant is that in hand-drawn pictures those evil
are not found which are found in video and TV... because of the television
and videos every home has been transformed into a cinema...

Does this make sense that on the one hand Shari‘ah declares hand-drawn
pictures as prohibited (haraam), and the picture maker as accursed and
warns him of “the person who will be most severely punished on the Day of
Judgement”, but on the other hand declares permissible (halaal) this ‘storm
of immorality and indecency” known as TV?

As for the claim made by some that there is some benefit therein, so | ask,
“Are there no benefits in intoxicants, pork, interest and gambling?” But the
Qur'aan Shareef has put a cross on all these benefits by announcing “the

sin is greater than its benefits”.

Some say that through TV and videos we will propagate and spread Islam.
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In our country there are Deeni programmes on TV, but, with due respect,
may | ask:

How many non-muslims have accepted Islam by viewing these Deeni
programmes?

How many non-performers of salaat began performing salaat because of
these programmes?

How many sinners have repented because of these programmes?

This is nothing but deception. This instrument of immorality and sin, which
is “najisul ayn’ (impure) from head to toe, which is mal’'oon (accursed), the
one who makes it is mal’oon (accursed) in Dunya (this world) and Akhirat
(the hereafter), how will it assist in spreading Deen?....

As for those who say that so-and-so says this and so-and-so does that, this
is not a proof of (permissibility) for us.

And Allaah knows best.

(Moulana) Muhammad Yusuf (Ludhiyaanwi)
20 Zhul Qa’dah 1406

3.) Mufti Shu’ayb Aalam - Our investigation concludes that images formed
through digital technology [digital pictures] should be called pictures. The
reasons are mentioned hereunder:

a. The objective of the Shari'ah is to ban the preservation of pictures of
animate objects. This is the basis and rationale [of the prohibition]. The
long history of mankind tells us that this [making pictures] spawns fitnah. In
the digital system the abomination of preserving a picture is found.

b. The essence of picture-making is to copy and display the original. In the
history of mankind various ways have been used to achieve this purpose.
Of those methods the digital system is the most advanced and superior
method. The methodology has progressed. The tools have taken different
forms. The pattern has changed. But the basic reality and central aim is the
same, viz. ‘production of a portrait of the original’.
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